





ost of the bikes we have tested come in between £450-£600 and there
M is good cause here to say that aesthetics will play a role in your choice,

but should not be the dominant factor. Of the bikes in this price band
the Charge Plug has got many of the boxes ticked, good quality components
throughout, although it’s a little on the heavy side. The SE Lager is again decked
out with good components, but the colour choice my not be to everyone’s
pallete, although it is available in a stealthy black too. The Genesis Flyer was one
of the lightest bikes we tested and well specced, with the styling tipping its hat
to the retro trend that has become popular in this market, tweed run here we
come. Marin have entered the race with their Dominican which is an excellent all
rounder, but nothing really, really, makes it stand out from the crowd.

A brand that would usually be found in the pages of an automotive mag with
glowing reviews unfortunately doesn’t quite do that well here with the Cooper
T100 Monza suffering somewhat from its classic, but austere styling and that
monster stem. Giant have managed to produce arguably the most confused
bike we tested which would definitely not hold up to the abuse that its model
name relates to, FMX, a growing form of fixed gear riding. Which is a shame as
it definitely looks the part. The On One Il Pompino was somewhat of a wildcard
in this test, on account of its cyclocross DNA, but we were impressed by its
consistency and utility.

Two bikes came in at just over the £600 mark, Surly have their Steamroller a
model that has been around in the fixie scene for a while and would make for an
excellent, virtually indestructible all weather commuter. And Cannondale offer up
their ridiculously light Capo, whose eye catching looks and quality wheelset will
make it a tempting prospect. And the Evil bike, despite our concerns at its high
price, did have a certain laid back cache.

However if we had to have an absolute favourite, and do bear in mind that the
bikes we tested were all built and produced with subtly different intentions and
target riders in mind, at £499 the Flite 100 from KHS would probably be it. It’s an
aggressive looking track style bike that offers reliable components and miles of
zippy fun for a pound shy of £500.8
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